Handling and culture of bovine embryos: survey of media used by 26 embryo transfer companies in the USA.
Embryo transfer has evolved from a few highly centralized clinics to a widespread number of clinics offering both clinic and on-the-farm services. Practitioners in the field have made very few changes in the handling and culture of embryos. A short review of general handling techniques, plus a survey of media used by 26 companies in the USA, is presented here. Currently, phosphate-bufferend saline (PBS) plus two other commercially available media (EMCARE and ViGro) are used by these companies. Fourteen different combinations of these products were reported and only 11 of the 26 consistently used the same medium for flushing, culture and freezing.